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TOWN OF YORK
NOVEMBER 6, 2018

A
SPECIMEN BALLOT
GENERAL REFERENDUM

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THE OFFIGIAL RESULTS OF —
THE STATE AND LOCAL ELECTION THAT WAS HELD ON NO
TTEST:
MARY-

ER: 6, 201

7859 VOTES CAST

M- G it

Town Clerk

Instructions to Voters

+ Fill in the oval next to your Yes or No choice, like this: @

+ To have your vote count, do not erase or cross out your choice.

¢ If you make a mistake, ask for a new ballot.

k| TWO: Shall the Town endorse the
| York River Study Committee's
recommendation to seek Wild and
il Scenic River designation for the York
River and its major tributaries with the
§| understanding that designation would

N - not involve National Park Service
Barry G. Davis ownership or management of lands,

and further, accept the committee's
5780

York River Watershed Stewardship
Plan?

‘Statement of Fact: The York River

Write-In | Wild and Scenic Study, which was

authorized by the US Congress,

evaluated the York River for inclusion
in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System under its “Partnership” river
model, The York River Study
Committee believes a Partnership
Wild and Scenic River designation
would provide key financial resources,
technical assistance, and a local
structure to best enable
implementation of the York River
Watershed Stewardship Plan. The
Stewardship Plan is a non-regulatory
guidance document that recommends
strategies to preserve important
historic, cultural, economic and natural
resources in the York River watershed
consistent with goals in towns’
comprehensive plans.

Community support for designation
and acceptance of the Stewardshi
Plan is a prerequisite to Partnership
Wild and Scenic River designation.
However, such endorsement does not
commit the Town to provide any
financial resources. Funding to
implement the Stewardship Plan is
anticipated to come from annual
Congressional appropriations through
the National Park Service's
Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers
Program if the York River is
designated. There is no land
ownership or management by the
National Park Service, and there are
no required changes to local
ordinances with a Partnership Wild
and Scenic River designation.

Board of Selectmen recommends
approval (3-2)

O YES 4765
© NO 2797

THREE:The Town hereby ordains to
amend the Business Directional
Sign Ordinance.

Statement of Fact: The purpose of this
new Ordinance is to prohibit off-site
business directional signs at the ends
of, and along the length of Short
Sands Road. Short Sands Road is the
approved name for the new road in
York Beach, which had been known
informally in the past as the Connector
Road and the York Beach Parkway.
This prohibition would be retroactive to
the date of the first public hearing on
this amendment to prevent any
applications prior to the public vote.

Board of Selectmen recommends
approval (5-0)

© YES 5895
© NO 1589

FOUR:The Town hereby ordains to
adopt a new Ordinance Establishing
Fire Protection Zones.

Statement of Fact: The purpose of this
new Ordinance is fo ensure the voters
set the boundaries of the service
areas of the York Beach Fire
Department and the York Village Fire
Department.

Board of Selectmen recommends
approval (5-0)

© YES 6718

O NO 781

PLEASE VOTE BOTH SIDES
OF BALLOT
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Town Manager/
Selectmen
(207)363-1000

Town Clerk/
Tax Collector
(207)363-1003

Finance/
Treasurer
(207)363-1004

Code Enforcement
(207)363-1002

Planning
(207)363-1007

Assessor
(207)363-1005

Police Departiment
(207)363-1031

Dispatch
(207)363-4444

York Beach Fire
Department
(207)363-1014

York Village Fire
Department
(207)363-1015

Public Works
(207)363-1011

Harbor Master
(207)363-1000

Senior Center
(207)363-1036

Town of York

186 York Street
York, Maine 03909-1314

January 14, 2019

Charles Ott, York River Study Committee Chair
c/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve

342 Laudholm Farm Road

Wells, ME 04090

RE: Community Support for Wild & Scenic Designation of the York River

Mr. Ott,

In November the voters of the Town of York were asked whether the Town should
support the proposal to seek Wild and Scenic River designation of the York River and
its tributaries under the partnership river model, and concurrently endorse the
Watershed Stewardship Plan. The result of the vote was that 63% of the voters
supported the request to seek Wild and Scenic designation. The official vote count
was 4,765 in favor versus 2,797 opposed.

Voters in the Town vote twice annually, and this is the 5% highest voter turnout in 29
years. The margin of the decision was significant — almost two to one. Ibelieve it is
safe to say this vote reflects the opinion of this community. There is a divergence of
opinion, but a clear majority is in favor.

As Town Manager it is not my place to wax philosophic, but simply to present the
outcome of this important public vote. If any further information would be helpful,
please let me know.

I wish you the best in moving forward with this initiative.

Sincerely, 4 /
ay: /

/ %
— 1 Stephen H. Burns S—
Parks and
Recreation Town Manager

(207)363-1040
Fax
(207)363-1009
(207)363-1019

www.yorkmaine.org










HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0002
s> (207) 287-1400
Lydia Blume TTY: (207) 287-4469

PO Box 1738
York Beach, ME 03910

Phone: (207) 363-9235
lydia.blume@Iegislature.maine.gov

December 17, 2018

Charles Ott, Chair

York River Study Committee

c/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road

Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Chuck:

Next month I will begin my third term in Maine’s House of Representatives serving on behalf of
coastal York. The York River bisects District 3. | have come to know it well, as a resident, as an
environmental activist, and a legislator focused on the welfare of my district and the whole of
Maine’s extensive, scenic, economically critical and endangered coast.

As the founder and leader of the legislature’s Coastal Caucus and a member of the Marine Resources
Committee, | am pleased to support including the York River in the Partnership Wild and Scenic
Rivers Program, and to endorse the visionary stewardship plan put forward by your committee. Only
coordinated efforts at the local, state and national levels can help our maritime regions weather
changes in climate, sea rise and development.

The entirety of York’s fishing industry is based in House District 3, largely in the York River.
Economically, ecologically and culturally, what happens to the York River has a major impact on our
fishermen and the wholesalers they supply. The river’s future is their future. Happily, Wild & Scenic
designation is supported by York commercial fishing interests. | am pleased to join them in
endorsing this initiative.

Sincerely,

z/%é'ﬁzm_

Lydia Blume

District 3: Part of York






HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2 STATE HOUSE STATION
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04333-0002

(207) 287-1400
TTY: MAINE RELAY 711

Michele Meyer

58 Odiome Lane
Eliot, ME 03903
Residence: (207} 438-9197
Michele. Meyerficgislature.maine.gov

January 7, 2019

Mr. Charles Ott, Chair

York River Study Committee

c/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Rd

Wells, ME 04090

Dear Mr. Ott:

As the District 2 Maine House Representative (Eliot, parts of Kittery and South Berwick) and a
resident of Eliot, I am in strong support of designating the York River and its major tributaries as
a federal Partnership Wild and Scenic River. Opening the door to potential federal funds for
ongoing study of this important natural resource, the designation will help the communities I
represent to protect and enjoy the many river-related resources in the York River watershed.

T am very pleased that the designation and local stewardship plan have received strong
endorsements throughout the watershed communities, with 63 percent and 73 percent voter
approval in York and Eliot respectively. I support the York River Study Committee’s request of
our Congressional delegation to sponsor a bill that would authorize designation of the York
River into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Such an action would have long-lasting
benefits for our river and watershed communities.

If I may be of any further assistance to the valuable efforts of the York River Study Committee,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me.

Sincerely,

, // 7 }
o /%‘ CQ e //[(_ :C:J g/

Michele Meyer
State Representative

District 2 Eliot, Kittery (part) and South Berwick (part)

Printed on recycled paper



72944 WW Senator Mark W. Lawrence

3 State House Station
Senale g/ Augusta, ME 04333-0003
(207) 287-1515

Senate Dirtvict 35

December 18, 2018

Charles Ott, Chair

York River Study Committee

c/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road

Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Mr. Ott:

My state senate district encompasses the whole of the York River watershed. I have lived my entire
life here. I love this area, bound by the sea and Piscataqua River, south and west, and bisected by
the York River. Thus, it is a pleasure to endorse designating the York River as a component in the
national Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers Program.

The stewardship planning document developed by your committee presents positive ways to
coordinate efforts to preserve, protect and enhance the York River, bringing together the four
towns in the watershed. Balancing competing priorities—ecological, commercial and
recreational—is a tall order, but one that has the best chance of success through a locally appointed
advisory committee serving under the aegis of the Wild & Scenic Rivers Partnership Program.

Voters in York and Eliot, along with town councils in South Berwick and Kittery have endorsed
the stewardship plan and Wild and Scenic designation. With this showing of support within the
watershed by all four communities, I believe our representatives in Congress will take note and
support legislation adding the York River to the national program.

Thank you for moving this important initiative forward.

All good wishes,

Nl Foe

Mark W. Lawrence

Fax: (207) 287-1585 * TTY (207) 287-1583 * Message Service 1-800-423-6900 * Website: legislature.maine.gov/senate









FRIENDS OF THE YORK RIVER
33 Barrell Lane
York, Maine 03909

17 December 2018

Mr. Charles Ott
York River Study Committee Chair

¢/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road, Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Chuck:

It is my privilege to write on behalf of the Friends of the York River, endorsing the
Stewardship Plan completed by your committee last summer. And further, now that
designation has gained overwhelming support from voters and local government in the four
towns in the York River watershed, The Friends wholeheartedly endorse adding the York
River to the national Wild & Scenic Rivers Partnership Program.

Consideration of this possibility was initiated a decade ago, through the agency of the
Friends. It is gratifying that such a long-term effort is now coming to fruition.
Congratulations are due to Carol Donnelly, you and others for a remarkable and enduring
sense of commitment, clear-eyed analysis of the ecological and historic resources to be
protected, unwavering sensitivity to community values and community needs, and for the
ability to transform vision, scientific data, patterns of use and local ordinances into a realistic
management plan.

As the plan your committee crafted amply and ably documents, the York River is in superb
condition yet under threat. Inclusion of our river into the national program will provide a
comprehensive and well-funded approach to safeguarding the river through the coordinated
efforts of York, Kittery, South Berwick and Eliot. May Maine’s congressional delegation
take up this opportunity to protect a rich and valued resource for generations to come.

All googl wishes,

Davill Chase



ai e Coast eri
A Statewide Land Conservation Organization

January 29, 2019

Chatles Ott, Chair

Yotk River Study Committee

c/o Wells National Estuarine Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road

Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Mr. Ott:

Maine Coast Heritage Trust (MCHT) strongly supports designation of the York River and its
tributaries as a component of the National Wild and Scenic River System, and implementation of the
Stewardship Plan. Such designation will provide needed protection for the resource while
supporting and reinforcing ongoing long-running local efforts to preserve this remarkably intact
rivet, its watershed, coastal marshes, and ecosystem.

This river is a conservation ptiority for Maine. In 2005 MCHT selected it as a focus area and, since
then, we have invested more than a million dollars in conservation there. MCHT also has a
cooperative agreement with local land trusts to provide additional funding and services over the
coming years.

MCHT has studied the York River marsh system as part of our coastwide analysis of salt marsh
migtration and sea level rise. The York River’s coastal marsh system is not only large for the state of
Maine, but unlike many other marshes, it is likely to be resilient to sea level rise -- according to our
modeling, even increasing in size, if allowed to do so. We are acting on this knowledge and together
with our local partners have completed or have underway multiple conservation projects whose
putrpose is to ‘allow the marsh to migrate’ onto undeveloped land that we are conserving.

There is a strong suppott from conservation partners and town residents, and this support will help
the Yotk River Stewardship Plan move forward. The river, once designated, will benefit from the
ten-partner Mt. Agamenticus to the Sea Conservation Initiative, of which MCHT is a founding
member. This twenty-year collaboration, together with its predecessors, has protected thousands of
acres in the York River watershed and adjacent watershed. MtA2C has long been engaged with the
York River study and provides a ready-made vehicle for cooperative conservation across multiple
towns in the watetshed.

Local citizen suppott for the river’s consetvation is perhaps best demonstrated by votes to spend
town funds on consetvation purchases and easements. We have tracked these votes in southern
Maine for almost twenty years. Southern Maine communities, with York in the lead, have spent
more than $4 million on conservation putrchases since 2000. Recently, warrant articles in southern
Maine for spending or allocating town funds for conservation have passed by margins ranging from
60% to 83%, a testimony to the strength of support for conservation in the region.

1 Bowdoin Mill Island, Suite 201 ® Topsham, Maine 04086 ® Telephone (207) 729-7366 © Fax (207) 729-6863 ® www.mcht.org
Mount Desert Island Office ® Telephone (207) 244-5100 ¢ Aldermere Farm, Rockport ® Telephone (207) 236-2739
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Finally, MCHT believes that designation will provide a valuable tool to local communities, one they
can use to choose their own future. Rather than weakening local control, designation will in fact
ptovide local communities with a tool that helps them have more control over theit own destiny.

Please support designation of the Yotk River and its tributaties, and implementation of the
Stewardship Plan.

Yours truly,

William T. Glidden
President



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Rachel Carson National Wildlife Refuge
321 Port Road
Wells, ME 04090

February 25, 2019

Mr. Charles Ott

York River Study Committee Chair

c/o Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road, Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Chuck:

As a National Wildlife Refuge, Rachel Carson NWR is committed to conserving estuaries and
rivers and the riparian habitat that borders them. The riverine salt marshes along the York River
serve as essential habitat for many species of fish and wildlife including the saltmarsh sparrow.
The saltmarsh sparrow is a salt marsh obligate that is currently experiencing steep population
declines. The York River’s riverine marsh system serves as critical refugia from the threats of
sea-level rise and promotes successful reproduction of many rare and declining species.

The York River and watershed provide a variety of recreational opportunities for the community
in addition to supporting healthy populations of smelt, herring, eel, lobster, and flounder. The
watershed has a diversity of ecological communities including numerous freshwater wetlands
and mixed hardwood forests. The Wild and Scenic designation of the York River would allow
for recreational use and smart stewardship to continue side by side.

If a Wild and Scenic designation of York River occurs, it would ensure that stewardship and
protection of this special river continues in perpetuity. In addition, Rachel Carson NWR strongly
supports the implementation of the community-driven York River Watershed Stewardship Plan.

Sincerely,

Ryan Kleinert
Acting Refuge Manager
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SMPDC

SOUITHERM MAINE SLANNIRD B BEVELOPMENF EOMEISEOR

Serving the Municipalities of Southwestern Maine For Over 50 years

January 8, 2019

Mr. Charles Ott

York River Study Committee Chair

c/o Wells National Estuarine Research Reserve
342 Laudholm Farm Road

Wells, Maine 04090

Dear Chuck:

On behalf of the Southern Maine Planning and Development Commission (SMPDC), | would like to add our
enthustastic support to the Partnership Wild and Scenic River designation for the York River and its major
tributaries and support implementation of the York River Watershed Stewardship Plan. The partnership
designation will help communities, including the four within our planning district boundaries, continue to
protect the York River and the many exemplary resources contained in this coastal watershed.

SMPDC has been engaged with this project for a number of years, including an assessment of natural and
cultural resource features and land use threats within the watershed. We came to realize first- hand how
important the York River is to our region’s character, quality of life, and economy. Within the most rapidly
growing part of the state, the river’s natural and historic resources have regional and national significance. Its
clean water supports many recreational uses and provides healthy habitats for fish, birds, and other species.
The working waterfront is important to the economy and cultural landscape. Watershed lands protect regional
drinking water supplies. The local Stewardship Plan includes many options for a future stewardship committee
and others to study, discuss, and implement to help protect these many watershed resources. SMPDC helped
develop many of these options and they present an array of non-regulatory and land use recommendations
that the towns may work on both jointly and individually.

SMPDC is very pleased that the designation and local stewardship plan have received strong endorsements
throughout the four watershed communities, all of whom with which we have a strong working relationship.
We support the York River Study Committee’s request of our Congressional delegation to sponsor a bill that
would authorize designation of the York River into the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Such an action
would have long-lasting benefits for our river and watershed communities.

Sincerely,

Paul Schumacher
Executive Director

110 Main Street, Suite 1400, Saco, ME 04072
207.571-7065 Voice » 207.571-7068 Fax
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