The good, the bad, and the unusual:

What makes a boating access work (or not)?

Dan Shelby, Doug Whittaker, and Bo Shelby
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Staging areas

Wilson Boat Launch, Snake River through Jackson
Hole, WY :

& and 28% have no rigging or staging areas. About 67%
| have informal parking areas used for this purpose.

| Among launches with short-term parking areas

rather than medium (3-5 spaces) or Iarger (over 5 spaces).

Most Iaunches do not have formal staging areas (34%),

designated for staging, most are smaller (1-2 spaces)
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These designated
lanes provide large
on-land staging areas
and help separate
outfitted trips.

" On-land staging
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Sheep Gulch Boat Launch, Snake River through Jackson Hole, \




Qnland staging |
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~ = | Staging areas are not formally designated on this

4 beach/gravel bar putin for the Grand Canyon,
{ although oultfitted trips are separated by a simple sig§#
"l It becomes congested with six launches per day, grog
sizes that can exceed 30 people, and gear for trips u
.. | to three weeks that sometimes arrives in seftrucks.
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This purposebuilt kayak ramp provides
staging room for several boats, leaving the
small dock (with launch assist mechanism)
free for active launches.
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This highuse launch includes a large ©

land staging staging area for commercig
outfitters to unload quickly, freeing the §

drop

off zone for other rigs.
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Tanner Launch

This traitbased launch with no defined staging area
Is also used by the community access for nboating
access to the water. This may work if use is low or
kayaking occurs at different times than community
use, but otherwise might create user conflicts.
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“In-water staging:

Boundary Creekf,‘ Middle Fork Salmon River/ID
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n-water staging

Falls TrailheadWailua State Park, Kawaii, HI

The largest staging areas in the database 4
natural beaches; these can be effective an

Inexpensive staging areas if they are well
located and erosion is not a concern.
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Natural beach staging area provid
an excellent launch for hand
carried craft and minimizes
development on a multiuse
property that includes a school.




Boulders keep vehicles out of the | I nfwater Stag In:g

staging area, reduce conflicts, and limjt
vehicle contributions to bank erosion. eerlodgeBoat Ramp, AMampaiRivers CO




- 3' :g; %'\\ 3 _('h? - t.‘
:‘-.5 ‘; b i 3 X
, Sﬁ‘ . e y X ¢ '
:,' ¢ ‘ : : . i " ; % ":‘j:';-'.' v
®ots Parking oo
. Green Creek Trailhead,
Upper Chattooga River, NC/SC/GA
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This undeveloped parking serves hikers, anglers, and boaters at a trailhead in Nantaj

-

paved lots and/or designated spaces, while primitive launches generally have gravelfig
& or road side turnouts. Parking quantity is independent of AOS categories; the size of%
i| lots is related to average use levels and the length of time vehicles are parked. E
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Parking

Howard Miller Park, Skagit River, WA

Multi -use facilities can serve boaters when properly organized to avoic
conflicts in space or time. Note snow on the ground, this is an exampl
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where boating season occurs during low use times for other park visitg










































































































































































































