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Transportation and 
Infras tructure FAQs

Common questions:

How can project designs be modified from 
traditional/standard practices to improve 
the likelihood of a favorable Section 7 
determination? 

Does the classification (i.e., wild, scenic, 
recreational) of a designated river segment 
affect the standards for what is permissible 
under Section 7?

Can mitigation can be implemented to 
offset adverse project effects? 



Section 7 Project Library

Examples of actual Section 7 
determinations for common 
types of water resources 
projects across the country

Bridge Replacement
Bridge Maintenance
Bank Stabilization
Boat Ramp and Dock
Fish Barrier Maintenance
Habitat Restoration



Section 7 Flowchart



Useful Links

Nationwide Rivers Inventory

FHWA Redbook: Synchronizing 
Environmental Reviews

United States Coast Guard Bridge 
Program

Clean Water Act: Section 404

USACE Civil Works Mission

Useful external links for transportation and infrastructure projects: 



DOTs and Specifications



Alternative Construction 
Specifications

• Are compatible with 
natural river processes 
and ecology

• Reduce air and water 
pollution 

• Are more aesthetically 
pleasing than 
conventional materials.

• Examples: coir, jute, 
sisal and hemp

Incorporate appropriate biodegradable, durable, natural materials that:

In the future: the site will 
have specifications on 
unique methods/materials 
from successful projects



FHWA Environmental Toolkit

 Legislation, Regulations, and Guidance

 NEPA and Project Development

 FHWA Initiatives to Accelerate Project 
Delivery

 Environmental Topics

 Publications, Resources, and Tools



FHWA Idaho and North Carolina 
WSR Res ources

Describe the steps in a Wild & Scenic Rivers Act Section 7 determination
Describe the steps for Presidential Directive and the Nationwide Rivers Inventory



Questions?

Emma Lord
Wild and Scenic Rivers Fellow

National Park Service
emma_lord@nps.gov

(603) 224-0091

mailto:emma_lord@nps.gov
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